
tions aso now gottire uide:Tqqf, the U. 3, Dc)~ortm~t of the Interior reported 
today. 2?i&. and !Rldlife Service personnel end COOpr,2tZilg tcchniciens from state, 
private, 2nd Ca~dien conservation org:,on.izo~tions arc movi::.g into tilt field for the 
~JXXE~J. survey of the breeding ,grounds of ;-iorth +‘mcricat s migratory waterfowl. 

Vhile last winter’ s inventory showed a decline in t!le breeding ptextid of 
the cant inen t 7 s waterfowl, 
on the breeding grounds 

Service officials poizt out that favorable conditions 
o f the prceirie, states and ii2 Ceneda could offset the drop 

in numbers noted in the winter cet~sus. L~ack of water and poor breed@,- conditions, 
however, could cause a furtkr decline. 

Facts to be ~gathered this spring and su-mmer by the breeding-LTound I;L?weyors 
will include trle si ze and distribution of breedir . g flocks of waterfowl, the avail- 
ability end d! stribution of water areas and ground cover for nesting and brood 
raising, end counts of the young birds produced. These facts will thei? be =LI:~:~Zed 
to give a complete picture of waterfowl in Forth America. V&n combined with tile 
results of tke mid-winter invaltory they will form the basis for Ge hunting regu- 
lations for next fell. 

Biologists engaged in the breeding gound studies also band large samples of 
birds in as maly areas of the country as possible. The '0 Xldiilg work i s done to 
aid in delineating the flyway c s of the various species and to determine the time, 
routes, and period of migation. Such ~q-l: &so aids in studies of population 
turnover, age and sex ratios. The rekur?, of bands by hunters &vcs en index to 
hunting pressure end population survival. 

Became it is physically impossible to m&e a complete coverago of the coiiti- 
nent’s vast breeding grounds, tile Service and cooperating azcncies dctcrmine popu- 
lation trends by surveying seqle ercas. S2 same a-08,s ,am covm2cT cad1 year ct 
about the same time and by the same method. 

Dominion c7;id “rovinci,ol wildlife conservation porso:~.~cl erc coopcrating with 
the Fish and Vildlifo Scrvicc in Coiieda -- sc,rviq as mombors of aerial crews doing 
Consus wOr!r; by the transect method, ;ir,d as members of zround parties which insocct 
br ceding habi tat, 
is being provided 
U’nlimi ted studies 
the Sorvicc. 

m&c brood counts, an6 record ncstin~ dataA Similar coopcrekon 
‘q? state conservation agcncics in the Gnitcd States. Did;rS 
and bending in Canada will also supply important information to 
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